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Roads and Boundaries

Wild Forests tend to have many more jeep trails and
old woods roads than does Wilderness. While roads are
deemed incompatible with Wilderness, they are one of
the blessings of Wild Forests, for they provide easier
public access and additional recreation opportunities.
The crazy-quilt pattern of relatively small blocks of
Wild Forest interspersed with private lands is another
blessing that should, for the most part, be encouraged
and perpetuated. In particular, the large private
holdings where timber is harvested are better suited to
deer, rabbits, and ruffed grouse than are the older,
uncut forests of the public lands. The close proximity
of private timber lands improves hunting opportuni-
ties in the adjacent Preserve.

To realize the potential of Wild Forest areas requires
a different approach from completing the Wilderness
System. Instead of rounding out and filling in all Wild
Forests to the best natural or management bound-
aries, as the Council advocates for Wilderness areas, it
is often advantageous to leave the mosaic of Wild
Forest and private lands, especially where trespass
problems can be controlled. The existing road network
can be most beneficial for families seeking short
routes to mountains and lakes, for hunters whose
travels from roadside are limited by distance they can
carry big game, and for the growing number of people
who seek well-marked trails for quiet recreation. The
latter group often includes those who are older and
less physically adept — a group that has seldom been
the object of recreation planning in the Adirondacks.

Acquisition Policies

Many large tracts, often corporately owned, should
be acquired to complete Wilderness areas and a few
large private preserves are also desirable additions to
Wilderness (see Volume 2, 2020 Vision). But acqui-
sitions for Wild Forest are much more complicated,
Only a few, large, corporately-owned tracts are
desirable additions to the Wild Forest System. The
bulk of the big corporate holdings are best protected
under conservation easements, where the land
remains in private hands and logging, or other present
uses, continue,

Several desirable Wild Forest tracts are smaller
private preserves where public acquisition would
disrupt the families who have owned these tracts for
generations. Such lands should be protected from
further development by means of conservation
easements, and added to the Forest Preserve only
when the owners wish to sell.

Many areas desirable for Wild Forest additions are
already broken up into numerous small holdings
where acquisition would dislodge a number of
landowners. The acquisitions proposed in this report
usually involve only access easements across such
lands to otherwise isolated blocks of Wild Forest.

In many Wild Forest areas, most or all of the
surrounding road network is on private land, thus
preventing access to the public holdings. Access
easements should be acquired by the State whenever
such access will facilitate public use and enjoyment of
the Wild Forest, Where the public has been allowed
access by private landowners, easements should be
acquired to guarantee such access in perpetuity.

recommended Wild Forest acquisitions.

This report outlines an acquisitions program to realize the recreational potential of
Adirondack Wild Forests, without degrading the natural resource. In addition to detailing
fee acquisitions, the report, in a few instances, suggests easements as a way of
accomplishing this goal. It should be noted, however, that many more easements are
desirable and this is not to be considered a complete list of possible easement lands. On
the other hand, easements cannot be considered a substitute for Wild Forest fee
acquisitions, unless the easements prohibit development, limit logging, and permit public
recreation. Lands that are logged are appropriate for a narrow range of recreation, but are
not the equivalent of Wild Forest lands that are part of the “forever wild” Forest Preserve.

Appropriate management of Wild Forest lands is as crucial to the goal of realizing their
recreational potential as are new acquisitions, This report mentions examples of good Wild
Forest management and points out a few specific management proposals such as
handicapped access, new trails, trailheads, and parking facilities. It does so only as an
indication of what must be done; it is essential that the State Land Master Plan be
strengthened to give better direction to Wild Forest management and recreation pianning.

Additions that will provide new canoe routes in Wild Forests are also noted; again, this
is only a partial list of those waterways that should be opened to public recreation. Those
mentioned in the report were listed because they are important components of







The Adirondack Park

The Adirondack Park is the largest American park in
the contiguous United States. It contains six million
acres, covers one-fifth of New York State, and is equal
in size to neighboring Vermont. Few people realize
that the Adirondack Park is nearly three times the size
of Yellowstone National Park.

Some 42 percent of the Adirondack Park is publicly-
owned Forest Preserve, protected as “forever wild” by
the state constitution since 1895. One million acres of
these public lands, representing one-sixth of the
entire park, is further designated as Wilderness, where
a wide range of non-motorized recreation may be
enjoyed in an incomparable natural setting.

The remaining 58 percent of the Adirondack Park is
private land devoted principally to forestry, agriculture
and open-space recreation. The park is home for
120,000 permanent and 210,000 seasonal residents,
and hosts an estimated nine million visitors annually.

The western and southern Adirondacks are a gentle
landscape of hiils, lakes, ponds and streams. In the
northeast are the “high peaks,” 46 of them above
4,000 feet, nine with alpine summits.

The Adirondacks form the headwaters for most or
part of five major drainage basins: Lake Champlain
and the Hudson, Black, St. Lawrence and Mohawk
rivers. Within the park are 2,800 lakes and ponds and
more than 1,000 miles of rivers fed by an estimated
30,000 miles of brooks and streams,

Embodied in this and other Adirondack Council
studies is a vision of an Adirondack Park in the year
2020 and beyond that will serve as a global model for
land use and conservation. The Adirondack Park in
the year 2020 must continue to offer vast areas of
undisturbed open space, a sanctuary for native plant
and animal species, and a natural haven for human
beings in need of spiritual and physical refreshment.
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The Adirondack Park is a patchwork of public (black) and private lands.






Areas of Concentration
For Adirondack
Wild Forests
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Definitions

Some terms used in the descriptions of and
recommendations for Wild Forest areas in this report
are defined as follows:

Trail: A route marked and maintained by DEC or
by other groups with state sanction.

Marked Footpath: A marked route without
extensive maintenance and construction such as
bridges. By simply marking them, the State can open
to a wider public many miles of wilderness-type paths,
now used by a few knowledgeable sportsmen. (The
public should be forewarned not to expect the
grooming that regular trails receive.)

“ Path: An unmarked route, traditionally used by
fishermen and hunters.

Primitive Campground: A small (less than a
dozen} group of campsites, usually associated with a
lake, pond, or stream, always near access roads.
Camping is limited to designated sites that have been
carefully chosen to protect the natural resources; sites
must be sufficiently far from water and separate from
their neighbors, Individual sites will usually have pit
privies and fire rings. The greatest benefit of such
designation will be to ensure that the numerous ad
hoc camping spots, which have appeared in the past
two decades, are sited in a way that clearly protects
the resource.,

Hardened Tyail: A few, short nature trails should
be made as smooth and level as possible for ease of
walking and to provide handicapped access. In some
instances, it may be desirable to treat surfaces with
wood chips or such mineral particies as wollastonite
tailings. Boardwalks may be built in wet areas.
Hardening does not mean paving.

Snowmobile Trails: This study occasionally
recommends some new snowmobile trails within the
limits of the mileage specified in the State Land
Master Plan. These recommendations recognize that
certain trails with low or moderate use have already or
will become cross-country ski routes.
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Maps

The maps in this report show areas that are now
Wild Forest or should be considered for additions to
the Wild Forest System of the Adirondack Park. Some
traditional Wild Forests areas are missing because the
Adirondack Council has proposed that they be
reclassified as Wilderness.

These Wild Forests are not areas around which a
boundary can be drawn and where all land within the
boundary should be acquired by the State, Rather,
these are areas of concentration where state land,
private land, future acquisitions, and future easements
are intermixed.

Bounding roads are shown to give a rough idea of
the areas of concentration, major flowages are
indicated, and some of the penetrating roads that give
access to the Wild Forests are sketched. Private lands
are white, existing Forest Preserve is shown in light
grey, and proposed acquisitions are shown with
slashed lines, A few recommended easements are
indicated with the same lines as acquisitions, but
most areas that lend themselves to access easements
with hunting rights are not shown.

In a few instances, trail networks are sketched in
dotted lines to indicate the direction that new
recreational development might take.

Acreage

This report gives only estimates for the acreage of
proposed acquisitions. Because no accurate figures
exist for the size of individual Wild Forests as
identified in this report, estimates of the amount of
state land in these units is generally omitted from the
report.


















Lake George/Brant Lake Wild Forest
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Hammond Pond Wild Forest









































































The Western Adirondacks
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Fulton Chain Wild Forest

The low, mountainous ridges north of the Fulton
Chain attract hordes of hikers comparable to the
flotillas of canoes whose paddlers are drawn to the
lake chain itself. NY 28 from Thendara to Raqguette
Lake weaves between the lakes and mountains, a busy
road with numerous motels and tourist attractions.
But even though private lands surround most of the
waterways and highways, public access is good.

Many family-oriented trails lead up the most
accessible mountains; notable are the Bald-Rondaxe
Trail, one of the best short trails in the Adirondacks,
and the Vista Trail with its chain of outlooks north of
Fourth Lake. Trails to Moss, Bubb, Sis, and Cary lakes
are short and easy. Longer snowmobile trails connect
Old Forge with Safford Pond and Big Moose Road.
Rocky Mountain’s short trail leads to surprisingly
good views. The circuit of trails on Black Bear
Mountain offers hikers several rewarding loops.

By building good trails that capitalize on existing
public access, the State has gone a long way toward
minimizing conflict between public and private lands
use, thus preserving a healthy ownership mix in an
area where recreation is an important economic
stimulus. However, a few important acquisitions are
needed to protect access to existing routes and to
enhance the public recreation value. Afl undeveloped
lakefront tracts in the Fulton Chain should be
acquired, An easement should be obtained to limit
further development on Adirondack League Club
property south and east of Moose Lake.

Acquisitions of more than 14,720 acres would:

® Provide public access to the Adirondack League
Club lands north of the South Branch of the Moose
River should those lands become available for public
purchase;

® Provide access for canoeing along the North
Branch of the Moose River;

® Connect the southern end of the trail to Safford
Pond with the network near Rondaxe Lake;

® Pratect from development the Dart Lake YMCA
tract and actively pursue it as an addition to the
Forest Preserve should it become available for public
purchase:

® Increase the number of campsites along the
Fulton Chain;

® Provide public access to the cluster of smail
ponds (Big Independence, Clear, Little Safford, Gibbs,
Round, Big Diamond) between the New York Central
Railroad and Ha-de-ron-dah Wilderness;

® Create loop trails for skiers, snowmobilers, and
hikers that connect with the all-important trunk trail
along the railroad corridor;
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® Guarantee public access to the Uncas railroad bed
west of Raquette Lake. That bed provides a two-mile
raised walkway ideal for birding and nature study
through a boreal swamp and bog that ranks in
importance with the famous Ferd's Bog in the Pigeon
Lake Wilderness. This walkway could be hardened and
improved for handicapped access without impact on
the swamp.
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The Adirondack Council

Founded in 1975, the Adirondack Council is dedicated to preserving and
enhancing the Adirondack Park through public education, advocacy, and legal action
when necessary. The Council is funded entirely by membership and private
foundations. Membership information is available from the Council at Box D-2,

Elizabethtown, New York, 12932.
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integrity of this superb natural resource.

2020 VISION
Fulfilling the Promise of the Adirondack Park

2020 VISION is a series of reports setting forth a vision for the Adirondack Park of
the year 2020 and beyond. Subjects include biological diversity, wilderness and wild
forest (the two main categories of Adirondack Forest Preserve), lakes and lakeshores,
recreational road and river corridors, economics, and park management. Emerging
from these studies will be a specific and comprehensive plan for the Adirondack Park,
If implemented by the State, the plan will guarantee the preservation and ecological










