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Deﬁnifions

Tu arrder Ly Gully comprehend this volume a thoraush wodevstanding il Lw lenos is essential:

The Adivondack Bavk consistz ol six million The Adivondack Forest Presexve consists of
actes of public and privabe land within 2 land owmed by the stabe within 12
kwrundary delineated in the Erviranmental Adivondack counties. Essantially all of the
{onservation Law. It most be emphasized H TR acres of slale band williin the
thizd the 1ark consists of privaide Land as Acdirntedack Vark is Forast Presere, Tt i ot
el as public Tand and is & contiguous a single compack tract. Aricle X1V, Bection
weirpraphical entity, 1 1 the Mew ¥ork State Constitution

protects Foresd Prgserve, al Lhe
Adirondack 1%ark.

Technical terms are defined in the glossany beginning on page 51

Recommendations

Tu secure aod sustain the masimum, natural binlegical diversity of the Adirondack Park, the Slale of New
Yorlk should:

1. In consultatinn with phivate conservancy organisations, corlinusily inprove and expand this mventony of
the Fark's natural diversiy. (puges 11, 49}

2. Acquire, a5 Foresl Preserve, 2 low etevation boreal heritage reserve encompassing approximately 125004
acres in bhe northwestern portion of thie Adirondack Cark. {pages 19, 23-28),

3. Preserce a partion of the bisdogically rich atd unusoal Champlain Yalley through Lhe acyuisition of §.350
acras af Farest reserve and acquire conseralion easenenls on an adioining L1, MW acres of scemy fanm
and forest land. (pades 26-38).

4, Agguire fourteen ites Lotsling 11,520 acres to ingure the preseraalion of o eomplede cings-sackion of the
Adirrdack Park's principal welslalive et Lypes. dpages 18-21, 28330

5. Acquire tharty-tw sifes Lalaling B2 350 acres ta preseree their siriking binladical richness or unusual
species composition. (pages 21, 33-46).

B, Create a “'mature preserve” swslem with restricted hoaman use but wilh educalionat and interpretive
unporlucilies where appropriate, (pape 231

7. Acquire conservabion easements un famns wnd limbetlonds where active managememl is necessane 1o
secung amd sustain esivoble binlogical diversity, {pages 20

&, Ungeriake hiatogical studies to detesmime (he frasihilily af restoting extirpated species of Adirondack
fauna to the Park and, in the meantine, protect the wildpess of the 2200 aene area that appears most
sufabbe fir such eestorations. (pages $6-47)

o
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II. Purpose

This wolume will focus an hiws [0 secwre and
sustain the hinlogical diversity of the Adwon dack
T'ark.

Te bugin willi, the preservation of nativwe snecies ol
plants and animals is eritical. T s recognizad that
active management and manipulation of the nalural
crvivnment sometimes can increase the number of
plant and animal species in an area, Whene 1his is
cotparible with orher Park values, it is encouraped.
Tinl 1he Adirondack Park's premier clamo b fathe is
hased on its naturad and wild state. a condition which
sy incongruous in such close proximity to the
population centers of e ortheastem United States,
Preservation of this wild state shouald e the
preeminent goul,

Faces) walll popalation pressure, preserain the
1*ark’s matual and wald wlale will bacame hoth more
difficulL ared mete important o the dulure. The land
subdivision and development trends so evident today
will increasioghy foreclase the opporbumily L wose s
many of the diverse elements of the Park’s natusak
syalems, The opportunety to sustain and secure the
Adirondack Park's vast array of gatural diversity has
never beett mare compelling and waill newet I oo
feasihle,

Somne people might ask, “lo a world with s
much pueedy and misery, where droughts,
famines, plagues, termumists, dicluloms and wars
never seem 1o leave us, shouldn't we focus all
aur afiorts oo Imprering perawn lives and thoss
of ather peuple? Whr should we cate about the
Ioess 0f trees, bogs or swamps? ' A hasic answey is
that human Life connot exist without the ollier
kinds of life on Earth. Ty reducing hialogical
tiversily, homanity i squandering (ks grealest
natural rasogroe, on which wee depend for food.
medicines, clothes, energy, buildingt nsaterials,
clean aiv. clean waler, pevehological well-being
and eountless cther benefits, (Mo ool 1980)

A living chings on theis emall planet bave a rsht to
sirvives; our use of a spacies shoufd never endanger its
ability to live and Aourish.

The Adirendack Opportunity

In the past 300 vears, settlemenl. and exploitation
L rasbicadly altered the natural environment of
mastetnn Movth America, Towen i The ddirondack | Tark,
urndistorbed by Indisty and Ewrcpean settler alike until
154 vears ago, mast of the lared has been heavily cur
for timbser and buge acteages set on fre in the wake of
this disturbanee, Thiwever, mosl ol Lhe species and the
denelic atd ecosvstern diversity of 300 yesas ago sLill
wxigty — albett i reduced numbers. This further
distinguishes the Aditondack Park fman tooch nf
eastern Morh America,

Land use and ownership pattems an: 1w chatiging
as dramabically s they did 150 vears ago, The future
of the Adirondack landscape and speciadiom will b
decided in this generalivn.

The opportunity which les before ws is nnl iy G
preserve amd exlend the nombets and ranges of
remnant species. gene pools, and ecosystns, W
might also restore spocies swepl away in the st wave
of Adirondack exploitation. Many of these species Tave
remmant pupulaling elsewhere that conld be used b
re-papulate the Adirendacks where is is degimed
fensihle.

A lznd and easemenl acquisilinn progean witich
preseryes diverst Ec0svstems insures maxximum
biological diversity in the Adirnndack Park. The logic
i such a policy is simple: acosvstems are, by
defipition, made un of inLeeacling individsads and
species In o shared epvitonment, and a nefwork of
eoosystems will preserve geoelic iknd species diversity.

While the logic is straightfotward. the works of
selecting 1he paricular ceosystes and developing a
sufficieotly complex and redundant network af
eoasystems is el In Whe Adienndacks, the oppartunicy
1o build a notural landscape of sufficient breadlh Lo
speure selCpempetuating populations sets this area and
time apart. In leu of islands o sancleary, the
Adirnndacks could offer 2 broad haven for species to
roam. with enopugh redundancy 1o osler SUCCss.
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