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BLOG POST

Who Are The 10 Most Influential People in Adirondack
History?

A recent discussion of leadership in the Adirondacks, got me thinking about who should be
included on a list of the Adirondack region's most influential people. I'd like to offer a list of the
people who have had the greatest impact on the Adirondacks, and I'd like your help.

Clearly they should reflect the environmental, cultural, and political history of the park, and they
need not be residents of the region, provided their impact was significantly felt here. I've offered
some suggestions after the jump, but I'd like to hear your opinions and suggestions.

Theodore Roosevelt comes to mind, but what about Verplanck Colvin, or lumber barons James
Caldwell and Daniel Finch? Does Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks founder
Paul Schaefer make the list? Clarence Petty? Father of NYS Forest Rangers William F. Fox? Or
longtime environmental advocate John Sheehan? Should property rights advocates Carol
LaGrasse or Fred Monroe be on the list? What about James Fenimore Cooper or
transcendentalists Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson? Environmentalists George
Perkins Marsh or Bob Marshall? What about great foresters like Bernhard Fernow or Gifford
Pinchot? Ebenezer Emmons, the geologist who named the Adirondacks? Samuel de Champlain?
William Johnson? William Gillbrand? John Thurman? Paul Smith? Isaac Jogues? Thomas C.
Durant? William H. H. "Adirondack™ Murray? Seneca Ray Stoddard? Arto Monaco? Nelson
Rockefeller? Anne Labastille? Noah John Rondeau?

Feel free to add your suggestion, or argue for one of those above. We'll produce a list of the ten
most influential on January 18th.

Posted by John Warren



